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SUMMARY 



1 . (C) On January 13 Venezuelan prosecutors formally 
accused three suspects as the material authors of the murder 
of Venezuelan-^rasecuito^^ to 
information there are no 

solid leads as~~to the" in te^l^ctuaT" authors" of the crime 
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possibility, Venezuelan Interior Minister Jesse Chacon 
announced January 4 that investigators had found indications 
that lawyers close to Anderson were extorting money from some 
of the 400 people Anderson was investigating for signing the 
Carmona Decree. According to press reports, prosecutors took 
the case away from the police team that was investigati ng on 
Januar y 21, fo r the second time since Anderson's death. \ 
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End Summary. 



Guevaras Accused 



2. (U) On January 13 prosecutors filed a formal accusation 
against the brothers Rolando and Otoniel Guevara, and their 
cousin Juan Bautista Guevara as the material authors of the 
death of prosecutor Danilo Anderson, which occurred on 
November 18, 2004. Two other suspects were killed by police 
in the days following the assassination. Arrest warrants were 
also issued for two other suspects, Pedro Lander and Johan 
Pena. Newspaper reports mention other possible suspects, but 
authorities have taken no action. 



Intellectual Authors? 



3. (U) Attorney General Isaias Rodriguez told reporters 
January 5 that prosecutors are still investigating several 
different theories about who may have ordered the 
assassination of Anderson . According to press reports , there 
is no information in the case file against the Guevara that 
indicates why Anderson was killed. Most of the evidence in 
the case consists of phone records, witnesses who place the 
suspects at the scene of the crime, and testimony from one 
Venezuelan citizen in Miami. 



Cooperation 



4 . (C) GOV investigators approached post DEA 
representati ves in Decembe r to request their assistance in 
the case j 
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Of Rebellion and Extortion 



5. (C) Immediately after the assassination, GOV officials 
suggested the intellectual authors were either linked to the 
military officers from Plaza Altamira, or to the opposition 
leaders being investigated by Anderson in relation to the 
events of April 11, 2002. On January 4, however, Interior 
Minister Jesse Chacon revealed that investigators were now 
looking into the possibility that lawyers linked to Anderson 
were extorting money from some of the 400 suspects in the 
Carmona Decree case. Chacon described a system involving two 
groups of lawyers, one linked to Anderson, and the other to 
bankers being investigated. Chacon neither confirmed nor 
denied Anderson ' s involvement . Attorney General Isaias 
Rodriguez confirmed the inv estigation January 5, but denied 
Anderson had been invol\ 
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6. (C) Press reports on January 21 said that the 
prosecutors investigating the case were reorganizing the 
police team in charge of the case. This is the second such 
^earaaniaatign^since the investig at ion began . , 
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